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114 Book Keviews 

Notes on StahVs Syntax of the Greek Verb. By Basil L. 
Gildersleeve. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1909. 
Pp. 64. $0.50. 

Professor Gildersleeve's three papers reviewing Professor J. M. 
Stahl's Kritisch-Historische Syntax des griechischen Verbums (1907) 
have been reprinted from the Journal of Philology in a booklet of sixty- 
four pages, and are well worthy of this separate issue. The opening 
sentence gives a good reason for the undertaking of this laborious task: 
"No one can appreciate the value of Stahl's Syntax of the Greek Verb 
so well as one who has worked on the same lines for as many years as 
Stahl has done and on the same general principle of direct study of the 
monuments of the language." Readers of the Journal of Philology 
are well aware of the wide range of Professor Gildersleeve's syntactical 
studies and interests, but the numerous references here made to A. J. P., 
as well as to S. C. G. {Syntax of Classical Greek), bring all into review 
again and make one realize afresh the extent of the author's work in this 
field. 

"My time is short," says Professor Gildersleeve at the outset, "and 
the best I can do under the circumstances is to summarize the book, so 
far as that is possible in the compass of two or three articles." We do 
get a summary, but much more. We have running comments that 
combine charm with illumination. Indeed, many will feel about it as 
Professor Goodwin did when he said, "His two reviews of Weber's work 
on the final sentence, in Vols. Ill and IV of his Journal, may well save 
many scholars the trouble of reading the book itself, while they contain 
much new matter that is valuable to everyone." His comments are 
everywhere distinctive and striking. For an example, take this sentence : 
" Unfortunately the sphygmograph is itself a throbbing finger, and the 
observer is apt to confound the beat of his own heart with the pulse of 
that very tricky personification, language." After eighteen pages of 
illuminating prolegomena, the author announces that the real business 
will begin with the Tenses and Moods. Five pages on Stahl's presenta- 
tion of the Voices then conclude chap. i. The second paper, of twenty 
pages, is devoted to Stahl's treatment of the Tenses, the third, of twenty- 
one pages, to the Moods. A notice like this is not the place to summarize 
what itself purports to be but a summary, though it is so much more. The 
author is doubtless weary of applause. But I wish he might really know 
with what pleasure and pride we welcome such work as this from a man 
who the other day celebrated his seventy-eighth birthday; who, fourteen 
years after the age of retirement set by the Carnegie Institution, dis- 
charges the full duties of his professorship, and edits the Journal with 
all the vigor of youth. He puts us younger workers to shame. 
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